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ABSTRACT 

The Supreme Court, in recent years, has faced several matters concerning 
environmental law, animal law and infrastructure issues. One such important 
matter, inter alia, was MK Ranjitsinh Case, where the court stood at the crossroad 
of energy sector development and habitat conservation of the Great Indian Bastard 
(GIB). The matter concerned laying down of overhead transmission lines for the 
power transmission which were proving disastrous for the GIB. In its 2021 
judgment, which we refer as GIB -1, the court ruled in favour of the habitat 
conservation of the GIB and ordered not to lay overhead transmission lines from 
the sensitive area. In its 2024 judgment, which we refer as GIB-2, the Court 
modified its ruling to a certain extent on learning from the Central Government 
that its directions in GIB-1 were too impractical to implement. Alongside the GIB-
2, the Apex Court made a remarkable observation and held that the people have a 
fundamental right to be free from adverse impacts of climate change. The Court 
opined that it’s necessary to carve out the right to be protected against the adverse 
effects of climate change as a distinct right. The research attempts to do the critical 
analysis of GIB-1 & GIB-2, especially the latter, in order to examine the impacts of 
recognition of this ‘newly enunciated right’ and whether it extends to non-human 
animals as well since they are amongst the worst affected from climate change. 
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