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ABSTRACT 

The term “sustainable development” means utilizing the resources for the present 
needs without compromising the needs of the future. The initiative towards 
sustainable development was taken by the United Nations, which provided the 
Sustainable Development Goals that will be adopted by 2030. This initiative was 
further extended with the assistance of the governments of various countries. This 
study explores the alternatives to the concept of sustainable development and it 
identifies the concept of green chemistry and the role of circular economy in 
achieving the SDGs. The concept of green chemistry is considered an alternative 
way towards the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals. The green 
chemistry principles focus on the need to adopt safe and green chemicals that 
produce less hazardous waste and provide an eco-friendly ecosystem. The study 
analyses the international framework in different countries relating to the 
development of the concept of green chemistry and its transposition into national 
legislation and the Indian Perspective on green chemistry principles. Further, it 
analyses the concept of circular economy, which is based on the principle of 
achieving ‘zero waste’ during the system of production as an alternative principle 
achieve to sustainable development, and identifies the operational principles of 
circular economy. Further, it analyses the implementation of the principles of 
circular economy through policies and legislative frameworks in different 
countries, including India. Lastly, a framework has been suggested for developing 
these concepts and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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